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RELIGIOUS.
[The Preaching Friar at the

Dominican Church.

Father Tom Burke on Heaven
and Hell.

Oscar Hugo on the Bible in the
Public Schools*

tar. Northrop on the Theatre
and the Dance.

* LENTEN SERMON AT GRACE CHURCH.

What Mr. Frothingham Knows
About Divine Providence.

Archbishop McCloskey on the
Forty Hours' Devotion.

(Robert Collyer, of Chicago, at the
Churoh of the Messiah.

Meraons in the Catholic Churchei on

the Penitential Season.

* THE GREAT DOMINICAN FRIAR.
father 'Tom Burke" in the Pulpit.The Most

Gilted Orator of the Order of St Dominic.TheCongregation of8t Vincent
Ferrer's Church Moved to Tears.

About seven hundred years ago, and shortly after
the occupation ol Ireland by llcnry 1L, there was
born in a

iittle hamlet in old castile
a child of the great house of Guzman, who, at his
birth, was devoted to the service of the Church by
bis pious parents. Tue child was baptized "Domingo,"or, as It has been Anglicised. "Dominic."
iTwentv-three years atter this. luiaut, then grown to
a man, was made a canon of

the cathedral of osma,
hnd, five years after, a priest and Archdeacon Domlnlo,or, as ne is now known, St. Dominic, and was
eat on missions throughout Spain, then the most
earnest and fiery Christian nation on the globe.
bu eloquence was bo groat, his delivery so forcible,
and his learning so prolound, that

the proudest grander or hidalgo
doffed his beaver and knelt to receive Dominic's
blessing, even on a lonely road, wnen he passed.
(The world has sinoe learned wnat came of this
man's earnestness and zeal.

THE TBHKIP1Q CRUSADE
against the Albigenses, the death of Raymond,
Count of Toulouse, the touudatlon of the

dominican order of preacuers
by Innocent 111., In 1215. and the great diffusion of
the order all over Europe, which became so general
that at the dissolution of the Monasteries by Henry
V11L, three huudred years after, the Order or St.
Douilulo possessed in England alone flrty-cight
booses, with magnificent tracts of land,
gardens, granaries, refectories and messuages
appertaining to their splendid estates. The order
adopted the rule of su Augustine, and In England
were known as

black friars,
While In France they were called Jacobins, frQm
their bonse in the Rue St. Jacques, Paris. Pope
Bonorlas 111. by a bull confirmed their privileges,
giving the order the order the name or Predicants,
»r Preaching Friars, and to this uay they have
alone, among all the religious orders of the Roman
Cat bolic church, merited as well as preserved the
title of

tiib "order of preachers."
And well they have deserved the name. First and
foremost among the devoted men that have planted
the banner or the Catholic Churon in every oiline
bave been those same

white gowned and white cowled
children of St. Domiulo. They were with Colnmbns
In Hispanola: they were at the bedside or Pizzaro:
their teet bathed in the waters of the newly found

Eaclflc waste or waters: they (ought Marun Luther
and to hand they died like heroes in the agonies

Dt the French devolution, while Uanton, with his
lion roar, thundereu lnatue or the walls ol their dlsjnaulledconvent in the

BUR ST. JACQUES,
and a few years since they established a community
and lounded a house for their brethren in this city.Always remarkable and promtneut for their eloquence,they have swayed nations by this the
greatest gilt of God, and yesterday, In the Church
of the Dominicans, at the corner of Lexington avenueand bixty-tlnn street, in this city, there appearedin the nuiuit

A SIMPJ K BROTHER OP TFIB ORDER,
founded by the llerv and eloquent CastlUan, upon
Whose shoulders it is believed that the mantle of
Domingo Guzuiau has fallen. The vast church,
Winch lor taste, elegance and simple purity of
architecture is not enualicd by any Kmnan Catholic
eaiilce m New York, was tilled to overflowing by a
rapt and lasuionabie congregation to listen to

VATHMR "TOM BUBKR."
Europe has already rung with his magical and
sowerrul eloquence; and tne crowds of Monselgnorl,
English, French, t'.elguu und Austrian nobles, toPtherwith swarms of fashionable and titled ladles

longing to the proudest houses on the Continent,
*rho were wont to listen to the Lenten ecrmons of
father Tom liurke in the exquisite church ou the

PIAZZA DEL PUPOLO
lean never forget his burning words and tne gran-
deur and perfection of nis gestures in the pulpit,
(lifted in the languages, be was fully as eloquent
winie preaching in the musical Italian tongue as
When ma flowery sentences were uttered In tne languagewhich be first ilapod at bis mother's ttuee in
(he old

ROMANTIC TOWN OF OALWAT,
(or Father Burke la an Irishman, as bis name indicates,and, deamie bis long residence on tbe ContiSeut,he is still tbe "man for Galway." Thomas
urae was born in Ualway, Ireland, of poor parents,
ut of the kindred of the ancient house of De

0urgb (Marquis or Clanrlcarde), and at seventeen
years of age left his native country to pursue

HIS STUDIES ON THE CONTINENT.
Ho was six years at Rome, where he stndled
ibeoiogy, from whence he went to Florence to finish
tbe same branch, and thence to Perugia to study
gmllosophv. Then again we flud him at Rome, now

A RENOWNED SCHOLAR AND PREACHER,
electrifying tbe inhabitants and visitors to tne EterrnalCity by bis fervid and Impassioned pulpit oratory.Tben home again went Friar Burke to work
on tbe English mission, preaching to great audiences
In every great ciyr of England. Then we get a
glimpse of blin In Dublin, where

WALTER BLAKE AND DEAN KIRWAN

End preached before him. Everywhere Friar Burke
ent vast assemblages were held cntrauced oy his

wioauenca. and but a snort time siiico he came to
(America, lie paused through line city without an;
flourish of trumpets and went to a mission in
Memphis, Tenn., where me same success attended
him. Yesterday morning be preached in

TBI DOMINICAN CHURCH,
of which the Kev. Father Lilly Is pastor, tc an tmtnensecongregation, and when he ascended Into
the pulpit in his long white gown, and the white
booa 01 St. Dominic almost niuing his face from
view, a pin, had it fallen to the floor, could have
tK.cn heard.

THERR ARB NO OALLRKIKfl
In the cnurch, and the sound of a human voice Is
suite articulate amid the stillness. Father Burke Is
Buffering from a terrible cold, having anseu from a

Clok oea to preacn the Lenten sermon, ills costume
a itself alone would attruci attention, and wnen

lie threw his hood hack from bis face, and
DISCLOSED A CONTOUR

C every line or which genius shone, his lnmlnons
rge eyes seemed to scare and penetrate every

person In tDu great audience. Men and women
trained their necks to get sight at him, and personsstanding hack In the aisles stood on their Uptoesto listen. Father Burke is a man of

TALL AND 1MPOS1NU AITKARANl'B,

Rnd In his gestures reminds one ol a combination,
such there couiu oe, of tne elder Booth and Feeliter.But Kecntcr. witn ail his art, is an actor.this

man Burke Is deadly in earnest, and even Horace
Jireeley would not close an eve wiule he thunders
lonh denunciation to sinuers or passes to the certainDeallocation winch awaits the just m

TUR COURT OK liltAVKN. *

W From the depihs of terror Into which he has
plunged his bearers t»y Ins description of the place ol
torments reserved tor the wiokej, ne transfers them
by s magnificent wave ol ins arm, which seems to
fivreep over Hie head of every man, woman and

' (JEW TOR]
vnud In the edifice, to the place where rust doth
iiot corrupt or motns decay, ilia language is lull
or the

MOOT BRILLIANT METAPHOR,
ami yet It la patent to tlio lowest understanding.Father Hurke appeals to the Bcholar or the swineherdalike, and his description or tne sufferings or
the Redeemer in the desert, while fasting rorty days,
was graphic, powerful and stirring. It would have
been an ordinary Lenten sermon in the mouth of
some clergymen, but coming lrona Father Burke's
Hps It became

A PUK-RAPH AELITE PICTURE,
of the most Intense and powerrul nature. . Father
Rurke will preach a series of Lenten sermons at the
Dominican church before leaving America for
Europe- This evening and Wednesday evening of
the present week those who wish to hear him may
be gratified, and It will be uecessary to he at the

CHURCH AS KARLY AS SKVKN O'CLOCk
In the evening, as It will be impossible to procure a
sent after that hour, snon Is tne desire to bear this
gtfied orator. Should his health fall It Is possible
that the reverend father will be unable to preach as
onen as lie wishes; so those woo have a uosire to
listen should go to-night or Wednesday night.

ST. PATRICK'S CATHEDRAL. '

The Forty Hours' Uevoiion.Sermon by
Archbishop DlcGloakey on the Blessed
Bnrburtst.
Tne ceremonies in this church yesterday were

characterized by unusual solomnlty and impresHivenesH.Solemn high mass was oelebrated by
Rev. Dr. Starrs, assisted by Fathers Mcttamee,
Keau and Kearney, as deacon, suo-deacon and
master of ceremonies respectively. The Archbishop,
atf is his wont, delivered a discourse savoring of
that exalted simplicity and beauty of style which
may be said to be peculiar to men of emlnenoe and 1

sanctity in the Church. Having read the gospel of
the day, he said:.It is your great privilege at the 1

beginning oi this holy season of i,ent to be blest
with special favors and graces which may aid you <

tn lis proper observance, and which may be ob-
tained in rich abundance by means of that beautl-
lul devotion to the holy sacrament of the altar
called the orty hours' adoration, which will commenceto-day. Tho holy season upon which we enter
is to be devoted to more assiduous practices
of prayer, mortification, penanoe and almsgiving,
than all other portions of the year. It Is the soason
in which, as ohlldren of the Churob, we are earnInvttHiitn rnmA Rtid m itnmnlRtA nrniimi har

altars the great mystery or man's redemption.to
meditate on ttoe Humiliations and sufferings, the
passion and death, 01 tlie bon of Man.to accompany
llim in spirit in

HIS WAY OF THB OBOS3,
even to the Mount or Calvary, and in this devout
meditation to And sources or oontrltlon for our sins,
which have been the occasion ol all His most lrellul
sufferings aud cruel death. In this work wo will be
ansisieii by cnrwt himself. Whatever trial maybe
In it will be made sweet aud agreeable to us; all
the necessary graces will be given us by an ooservauceor the devotions ot the rorty hours. For uut
same Jesus wuo spent so many hours or trial on
earth, uiihougn lie is gone to take His place witu His
Father lu heaven, is anil with us.is with His peapielu the mystery ol His love, the sacrament or the
altar. He is there ihe object of adoration, homage
and love 01 the aug.ls ami saints above.
He Is here, not indeed as in heaveu,
resplendent to the eye, In all His
power, inaiesty and glory, but In majesty
and glory veiled In the sacred elements of the
.luoeruacie, really and truly present, the same coeterualHon ol Hod, In the same divinity aud
humauuy before which cherubim and seraphim,
angels and archangels and all tno glorious host of <
Heaven cow down. He Is here the great

UUHT OF 'I HK SANCTUABY,
the glory of His Cuurcn, the cuutre of all that Is
grand aud of all that is holy and oeauiiiul and sub- <
lime, ue is here the object of our homage and jadoration, the ooject of our faun and of our love.
We see llim, uot in His glory, but with the eyes of 8
laith. We believe Him to be really present, not becauseour senses tell us, but because faith leaches fl
us. We believe it because the apostles so taught
aud Holy Church so teaches. The saints or that 8
unut cu auu an in iruu tcacuers irom tne beginning a
Have ao believed it. We believe it because we see Brealized tlie ancient prophecy concerning it. We
betiold liere lb at which meets the yearnings and 11

cravings of the heart throughout so many ages of p
time. We believe It because we see something uworthy ol a Uod.a miracle ot power, goodness and
love. 1 am Bpealtlng to believers, and win thereloreuse uo arguments.In (act argument now would
be out ot place. 1 speak to you that you may unite
In rendering to Hun that homage aue to ills infinite
majesty. SVhen you see Him surrounded by tne
lights that svmbolize the brightness ot tne saints,
when you see Him surroanded by tne gifts ol pious
hearts, bow down in adoration and love beloro Htm,
a.i tue powers ot your soul, an tne faculties ol your
understanding, all the iaith of your heart. Worship
Him as the King ot Kings coming to soalter His
benedictions, His blessings and graces.

BOW DOWN AND SAT
to Him, "I believe O Lordi help mv unbelief;"
I believe and recoguue in you the object
or my proiounueat adoration and respect. As well
as being the object or our taith, He is, as 1 have
said, tne object ot love, for he is the source and
fountain at love. It Is from His holy tabernacle
that the rays of Ills love are reflected oa our hearts,
Ailing tliem with consolation and joy as He exclaims,
Come to me, all ye that labor and are burdened,

and l will reiresn you." Pear not to approaoh my
sanctuary; 1 am here as your Father, ready to lls*tento you and accept you supplications. Gome,
all.priest and people, young and old, great and
Utile, without distinction ot rank or sex or nation
or tongue.I am tne Father of all. And, ohl wno
has not nis tribulations and tolls f How many are
the aitlictions and cares that encompass us.how
many hidden sufferings and sorrows wltnin
and witnout us But, ohl yon who
have the greatest of all burdens.tne
burden ot sin! What load is greater than this, that
weighs you down, narasSea your conscience, distractsyour mind and oppresses your heartr Come
and lay it at the feet ot your blessed Redeemer. It
may be difficult for yon, out He will give you graoe d
to make a sacrifice, u need be, of joys that yon have vi
long loved.ol pleasures you have vainly sought n
alter. b

HE WILL GIVE Ton t]
compunction and contrition. He will forget your
sins and remember tUem no more. Come, returning t
ltim love lor love, and offering Him thanksgiving t
lor His countless mercies. Think of tne bumilia- f

* tions to which lie submits Himself In this adorable d
sacrament, for He remains present therein, not al- <J
ways lor love and adoration, bat not unfroquently t
receiving scuffs from his rebellious children. Hence t
we owe Him acts of reparation. Pray for them who a
turn their backs upon Him; pray tnat the rays of 1
grace may penotrato their hard hearts, and pour !
out your hearts, mating known to Uimyour wants, t
Pray lor your friends and your families, and pray
especially for His holy church. li was in considerationo( Hie sufferings of Uie Church lu the sixteenth c
century that Clement VIII. Instituted tnis lorty
hours' devotion. And wneu have we had more need
of praiers for the church than now, when
our holy father 1'lus lx. is In so
many dangers, and wnen his Church suffers
bo much f And fail not to pray that you may he
made worthy to Join In that worship and devotion
at which you will no longer behoid Uttn veiled 111
the sacred elements, but In tue fulness of His power
aud majesty, to be reireshed lorever in the torrent
of Ineffable dellgnt.
At the close of the msss 120 young ladles, robed

In white and girt with sashes of varljus hues, wearinggarlands on their ne&ds, Died rrorn the vestry,
many or them beartug candles, hauuers or flowers.
The acolytes followed round tno church, and the
Archbisnop carried the blessed sacrament beneath
a rich canopy, which waa borne by four luymen.
When the processionists returned to the sanctuary
the priests and acolytes commenced ide Litany of
the saints, the church choir singing the responses.
The blessed sacrament remains exposed until Tuesday,when a solemn liign mass will olose tne devotion.The church will be kept open from six A. M.
till nine P. M.

THE NEW CHURCH.

Est. George Hepwortb la Htelnwajr Hall.
Nemos on Fixed Principles of Belief.

Mr. Hepworth's morning text was taken from
Mark lx^\24. "Lord, 1 believe; help Thon mine
unbelief." He began by describing the circumstancesunder which cho text was uttered. The poor
man, said the speaker, who came to Christ repre-
Bcutou mure man nan 01 toe worm at this moment, 1,
lie wanted to believe: he Haw that raith was able to *
work miracles; he coveted the trusting confidence Jj* Inch the dlsclplos evidently had, and yet there was n
a lingering doubt In his mind, lie railed to nee bow «
the matter Btood, to understand the why Christ did
these things and the how he did them. And yet his t
affection overcame his doubts, and he threw him- c
self prostrate at the leet of the Lord and Juttered that paradox. »I believe; help my un- t
belief." Christ took pity on the man, at he c
did on every ono who was In undoubted {
earnest, and granted bis petition. Now, in the first t
piace, said the speaker, I want to speak of this 1
natural tendency to believe something. The mind ,
and sonl, like the body, have appetites which must <
be satlslled. When you are physically hungry you '

bunt ronnd a nth yon And something to eat. it you
'

for any reason refuse to eat, you shrivel up, your l
functions become disordered, and at length you die.
Well, you can i

STARVE TUB SOUL TO DEATH
uat as well as tne body. The mind and spirit crave
food, and ihcy are filled witn unrest until mo proper
aliment Is supplied. The utneist aud lnndcl ure
spiritual dyspeptics. Negations are to tho soul
wnat improper and Indigestible food is to tuc
physical system. Their higher natures hunger
and thirst,' and they persistently reluae satisfaction.1 do not accuse you or eituer of these
crimes, infidelity. Vou probably believe something.
Hut most of us are in spiritual III health, because
our diet is poor. Tne prevalence not of positive,
operative scepwclsm, but oi Inoperative, distrustuifaun, u oua of tne aiitruiiug symptoms of tho

K. HERALD, MONDAY. FI
age. We are not as euro of ourselves as we oughtto l>c, or as we mar be If we take a little pains with
ourselves. The old coinmaua which enjoins upon
us the necessity of having a doctrinal

BASIS FOR OUR Kl'lIICS
and of being able always to give a reason for the
faith I hat is in us is quite Ignored. Hence, when
any new theory is Duhiiciy proclaimed, especially if
it be enforced by eloquent appeals, we are drawn
into the current, to onr shame and lasting regretsomen mes. If we nad well established notions
about the sanctity of home do you believe that this
pestiferous whirlwind of mingled

N0NSENH8 AMU UOILT
about marriage and divorce could blow us off onr
leet? If we had a well-grounded faith in divine
tilings, or any nxea opinions or our own, we should
not tolerate lor an instant the thousand and one wild
theories about great and grave questions winch
sweep like epidemics over the lace or society. 1
hope the old dayH will come hack again, when, In the
Sunday school, the church and the home, children
were drilled into a knowledge of divine things.
Setter the strictest Calvinism of the straitest sect
than this utter thoughtless looseness which makes a
man or woman the victim of some wretched adventurerwho Is only known by a bald and open
Infidelity to all the proprieties of life. What we
tudividualiy need is to muke up our minds upon

3uestions which underlie our own personal eneavorsand hopes. The man who deliberately
couies to the conclusion that the world In wuich we
live Is God's world, aud not ours; who has learned
something of the laws by whicn It Is governed; who
accepts Jesus Christ as his leader and Saviour, and
Ills words as the spiritual law of life; wno accepts
with wonderlug faith the facts of the immortal life,
that man canuot go rar astray. He has a wall to

but his back against
when he Is fighting. He has a staudard of which
he measures every question that comes up. And
pray wnat can be more important than the settlementof Just sucn questions as taoser 1 wonder
Liiuf t.hrt tkiiainoaa e\t rhit ur/irlii HAnU at/in until wn

have met In solemn convention and put tne matter
it reHt.where did we como trout, who made ua,
wnui are we to do wHile here; why are we called
upon to obey the law, to practise self-control, to
ovo our enemies instead of hating, as Is certa nly
most natural and agreeable; where are wo going,
when through sonto accident, perhaps, or by means
if some disease, or surely at last through decrepitudeand old age, we are pushed out ol the present
luto the future r These questions lie at the very
louudaiion or every thing; and no man can be his
best sell until they are settled, liat wuen the mind
is thoroughly llxed lu these matters how strong,hiw Independent, now loving, pitying aud
charitable a man may be. Right ideas
or Mod are the prow of the vessel;right ideas of Christ are the stern uud compass and
wheel; right Ideas or duty aro masts und rigging,aud laitn in the immortal life is the white canvua
that sweeps us along. If we are a trustiug passengeron a snip of mat Kind, lei It olow high or blow
tow, let it oe nigiil or day. tempest or calm, we can
weather all storms, enjoy even the battle oi the elements,and are sure at last oi anchoring saieiy In
the narooc of heaven. Wo want more tairii, and
uuiU we nlve it we shall be restless anil nnngry.At tne close of the sermon Mr. tlepworth announcedthat land had been purchased on which
the new ohurcn is to be built, and he honed it
would be ready for services In the autumn. The
spot selected is a large plot or ground on wie corner
oi Fifth avenue and Tiiirtietn street. Tne church is
to seat persons. The seats will be on ibu same
principle as tuoae at theatres, and the form ol the
cnurch is to oe alter the style of the Tabernacle in
Brooklyn.
THIRTY-THIRD STREET PRESBYTERIAY

CHURCH.

Monday Night Lecture*, by Rev. H. D.
Northrop.I'erntcloua Amusements, and Their
Effects Upon the Yoang.
Rev. n. D. Northrop, pastor, last evening deliveredan interesting discourse.the first of a series.

on "The Vices of New York." The subject last
svenlng was "Pernicious Amusements." Ha took
for his text 11. Timothy, lit, 4."Lovers or
pleasure more than lovers of Cod." It Is espe:laliyImportant tut 1 should deal with the subsetin all candor aud fairness; of one thing be
issured, (Hid question touches the very

marrow of a christian lifh
ind example.reason enough for Its being conideredin the pulpit; not for effect, but for counsel,
,dmonition and profit. First, we are all of us con-
tantljr in need of something in the way of amuse-
aent and recreation; it Is no sin to be hap- '

ijr; it Is a sin to ue perpetually miserable; if a
aan ever gets over bla childhoc4 so much
he worse for the man; those men can
ror it best who play best; and If it is
ill work and no amusement life crows monoonousand weary. Harinloss entertainment is the
rery oil which lubricated the machinery, maxes it
uu easier and last a great deal longer.

a man in thr hot pursuit of monit
lies In middle life, and people say, "What an ex.
ample of industry and energy I" Better say,
What an example of a fool 1" Ills need of recreationand Innocent enjoyment is a law of human

nature. You could not find 'a civilized nation on
the globe which has not Its legal holidays, or if you
:ouid find one it would be sale to say that its
civilization would bear improvement. Had amusenentsthere have always been; but this is only the
perversion ot a want as deep as human nature itself,
fou might as well banish suullght as to banish
ill harmless pleasure, ttobert Soutbey understood
his law wneu ne used to have three kinds o( work
u his study and went irorn one to the other to
livert 1ms mind. Those three ministers whom I
mew In Glasgow understood It, when, arter the
irain work or the morning, they walked together
or hours every day, commencing at one o'clock,
eople said they were wasting time; but there were
io churches more prosperoas than thelis and no
ten stronger than they, or who had

so poor a prospect of consumption.
vuk vatoMVoiwwu uuuuu onvvv«UlU|^ UV«UB l/I l|| UbCU* »

ag up. This is one moiUod o( doing it. In the
.ext place 11 becomes an important auestion what *
ind of amusements we shall have. How shall we f
eal wltn tbe young r How soali we meet tnis want trhicb all men leeif Now, there are some am ubodentsconcerning the vileness or wblcn there can 1
e but one opinion. Nobody pretends to defend t
liem upon the ground of morality, in loot, bTHBIK VKUT BAUNK8B IS TBKIR CAPITAL, r

he reason why they are patronized, the secret of ,,heir success, tne very thing wtncp makes tliem ij
iay, aud U they should turn rcspeotanle they would |llie. Some men say tney are not Injured bv Ire- ,,luenttng such places. 1 believe it; it is because i,uey are so steeped in corruption that they cannot ,,ake any more lu. Now reverse the picture. There f
.re some amusements or eutertuinmeius concern- t
ng the purity add innocence oi which there cun be 7
iui one opinion. They damage no one; no evil {jbought is suggested,
NO LASCIVIOUS Si'UnT SHOCKS REFINED TASTK.
For instance, no house is reckoned complete with- .

iut music; you get together on a winter's even- 7
ng a happy family circle; you aro goingo have a little music; the young folks will
lever make professionals, but tney can sing;he youngest don't pretend to keep the time, but he
nukes up and carries ins part; the old folks not
leing so spry as tliey once were come out a good
yays behind. You would not pay IHty cents to hoar
men a concert the secoud time, but it makes that
tome brighter and happier. They miss some one
rom the little circle, one voice Is wanting, and yet
or all the sorrowful memories, how much more
Ueusant Is that home by reason or those sweet
rolces and mnsical sounds. Oh, I wish there were
iiore happy homes. We should not

HAVK TO UO SO OFTKV TO T1IK FAR COUNTRY
o bring our prodigals back. Thus, soma pleasures
nay be set down as good and others as bad; now,tie trouble lies In the intermediate ground. Nome
imusements are or doubtful character; things may
je said both for and against them. Home persons
will plead for puritanical strictness and others for
I'arltlan license. Remember one or two tnings, and
>ne is that to be a mere pleasure seeker Is about the
joorcst lite that any man can lead, if God made
rou simply to be amused,

THBN THB 111 BLR IS A ME,
'our soul is a nonentity and eternity is a Joke. Yon
iitgnt chisel upon the gravestoue of mauy a man,
llere lies one wuo chased a bubble and died a
ool." Remember another tnlng. There are many
imusementa which are not sinml In themselves, but
rmch become siniui when carried to excess, lieleatnthem there lurks a danger. The

FLOWBRS IN TUB BASkKT OF CLEOPATRA,
hat voluptuous Egyptian queen, were beautiful,
toses descended irotn thei p'ants of Eden, lilies,
rnit.e and pure as tne robes or the gionled,fragrance sweet enough for tne fields
if heaven. For ail that there was a viper
n the flowers that stung the lair queen
o death. RememDer still runner, tnat you are reihiredsometimes to give up that which is lawful In
iself U it is going to cause another to offend. We {
nay be able to gaide ourselves in forming an
pinion respecting socn amusements as

TUB rHBATRB AND THB DANCR.
To be a lover of any pleasure more than a lover of

!rwi uiharhnp tliaf nloaaiirn nnnuiafd in uanuu ah ua_

let/, or dancing, or theatre-going, is plainly inadniHsibie.Now, does the ilieatre lnOict any injury .

ipon tnose who patronize nt 1 believe tnat a
heatre could ne so constructed as to damage no (
ine any more than It would to listen to a dialogue 1
cclted by Hundav school children. Hut inat the
heatre, as a wnole, is so constructed 1 deny out
ind out. Tneic are theatres in this city lu wnicn a 1
nan cannot set and keep I

TUB PURITY OP FI8 BI511, .

ior be removed from bad society, nor be free fTom
ivil influences. His morals will decay, and lie will (
>e one stop nearer perdition every time he enters ]
lie place. Late hours, money which mignt be bet- .

:er spent, enicrtainment and drink, mental dlsaoRUoa,unfltung one for the nigh duties and enjoy- <
incurs or nie. This has been and is ine meaning of <
the theatre. Is there any exception / I don't sup- ,

pose it could uiicnrlstlamze you to witness a
Miakspearian play, i don't believe It would do me J
mi v ii.inn; in some things it rulglit beneilt me. Hut If \1 were to go habitually to su> It a place, and If you
wore to do the same, we might lead others there '
who could not stop until ihey had gone down

INTO Tim LOWKHT PIT I I TJIK CITY.\V hlle 1 hold that it would not be a sin lor yon to
wiiuess certain plays, you must remember that youcan make It a sin hy neglecting Important duties,becoming fascinated wilu it, leading others Into the
current of pleasure who would not know when to
stop and apparently countenance the whole system
o( theatrical shows, tiie gcuural Influence ol which

IBRtJARY 19. 1872.-TKIFL
Is ba<1 and bad only, la not ttila a fair statement or
the case? Yon. who have been tbere yourselves,
bave I not spoken the truth r

AS FOR DANCING,
It 1b harmful, not ao much in ltaeif as In wnat accoDiuunleaIt; the excitement It leads to, the fascinationIt breeds, which takes you lrom other and
better tilings, and Its intimate connection with a
life or gayety, which, sooner or later, will be lound
to have a damning effect.

BALLS AND LATK HOURB
and dress and display and eternal hankering for
admiration are not good. Now, if those pernicious
amusements, which need not be further Indicated,
could be swept away.if those who are ruined by
them would leave them to die a natural death.societywomd be benefited, and religion would stand
a thousand times better chance.

ST. STEPHEN'S ROHAN CATHOLIC CHURCH.

Sermon by the Rev, Dr. McGlynn.Penance
and tka Penitential Season.Kev. Father
McG'ready'e Lecture.
It was evident yesterday from the very large congregationat St. Stepnen's church that the season of

Leut had recalled many absentees to their religions
duties. Although, however, the Lenten season Is
supposed to be a time for the wearing of sackcloth
and ashes, yet the ladles turned out in all the splendorof tall fashions, the day being bright and genial
ana excusably suggestive of some outward snow.
The music of the mass was Mozart's No. 12, and

this difficult composition was well executed by the
choir. Rarely, indeed, has an organist so much to
feel proud of as has Mr. Danforth for his part In the
rendition of the mass yesterday, notwithstanding
the absenoe of Colettl and the Illness of Miss Benzlger,both of whom were sadly missed, the mass
was a complete success, not. however, without tax-
lug tbe energies or Danfortn and Miss Emma Howsou,tbe soprano, almost beyond endurance. Miss
Howson, fortunately, was in excellent voice and
sang superbly, and, as sbe always does, wltb fidelity
and energy, some or ber solos being really of tbe
blubest order ot merit. Bernhardt, tbe tenor, was
suffering from a cold and tbe new contralto did
lalrly. At th6 offertory Mr. Danforth played a
symphony deserving the highest praise, as well tor
its conception as for its poriormance. In tbe aiternoonMercaoaute's vespers were sung belore au
audience wblch filled the cburob in every part.
High rn'iss was celebrated oy the Hev. Father

Btuinpe, whose excellent tenor voice well filled (be
church, and uoauiuully intoned the sweet Gregorian
cnants ot the mass. After tbe first gospel the Kev.
Dr. MoUlynn preached an eloquent discourse on tue
dispositions required lor penance.
Tbe preacher rested uis discourse on the temptationspresented by tue devil to Our Lord during His

lite and argued from them how people ought, while
trustful in God's goodness and mercy, so
to conduot themselves .that they should not
presume too mueh upon God, but rather,
in contrition lor past odencos, avoid
sin in the future. It Bhould not be said that our
Lord was lempted because be fasted, but ratber
that tbe devil, selaiug the time of ills weakness of
body, tempted htm wltn what was then most likely
to succeed. The preacher then gave au eloquent
exposition of what was meant by the reply 01 our
Lord."Not by bread alone doth man live, bat by
every word wulch cometu trom tae mouth of God;"
and in doing so showed that It was unreasonable to
expect that God Bhould perlorm miracles
daily for sake of men. The "every word"
of God should be weighed by Christians
and their ucts In lite moulded according
to their wise direction. Then he went on to speakof the second temptation, in which the Saviour was
asked by the devu to worship him, in reiuro for
which he would bestow upon the saviour the kingdomsof the world. The reply of our Lord was
dwelt upon by the preaoher with customary ability,and the great, sublime truth which it announced
was set forth as worthy even of the utterance of tne
Son of God. How it was that tne devu was permittedto tempt the Saviour is a mystery whlcn we
could not fathom. But though we kuow that the
Saviour might be tempted, yet we know mat He oouid
not sin, it being impossible lor His divine person-
amy to receive tne stain or evil. The preacher then
explained bow in tuts boly season we shoulddiecornereconciled to God. Tne vain things or Ibu
world were not wbat abould be relied upon, nor tbe
paiataole tblnga tnoae wbicb abould be preterred.
Tne saviour in thia fast of forty days abowed
us bow He would bave us mortlly tbe
flesh and refrain irom indulgence In worldly
pleasures. In love or God dwelt tbe
great essential peace of men. Tne performance
ol good worlts. charity for our neighbor, tbe sacra-
meats, a simple, abiding faitb in God's great jus-
lice and mercy were tbe means by wbicb we anould
live our days In tbls world, so that lu tbe next, when
wo should be relieved from tbe restricting responsibilitiesnow devolving upon us, and with our wills
In complete harmouy witn tue Divine will, eternal
joys should be ours.
In the evening, at balf-past seven o'clock, another

service was hqw, at which tbe Rev. Father btuinpe
sang Novello'a~0 s&lutaris," and an eloquent and
profound lecture was delivered by tne Kev. Charles
Mocready.

GRACE CHURCH.

A Lenten Sermon on Heath.Appearance of
tbe G'barch.

Tbls fashionable church betrayed the Influence of
tbe Lenten season, both in the full attendance and
the comparatively aober raiment of the congregation.Every Beat was filled, and about the doors
.here was the usual fringe of belated worshippers
tnd curious spectators, most of the latter, however,
.slung care to make their exit aa soon as the hymn
it the close of morning prayers had been begun, and
bus escaping tne somewhat unpleaslng effort of
training the ear to catch the words of the preacher, i
itrangely enough, Grace church, exquisitely bean-
lful as it is as a work of ecclesiastic j
irt.a religious poem in stone.la singularly de- t
ectlve In good aconstlo properties. The congrega- 1
Ion seemed unusually devout, and looking forward j
o the chancel one could only see a patch of <
night coloring at remote intervals. Brown and ,

>lack and gray seemed so common, Indeed, that bnt
or tbe artistic patterns of tbe bounets the church ,
night for the moment be Imagined to be filled witn }
rave Quakers and demure Quakeresses. Grace !
hurch, therefore, to those who remember It ,
u Its ordinary raiment of purple and fine linen, ,
ras well worth visiting If ouiy lor tho pur- :
iiwa nf rfinnrfclnur r ho miiirnit nntr that *

t has donned, figuratively speaking, tbe sackcloth ,,nd ashes that belli the solemn associations of mo [
,enien season. But It Is always worm vlsitinir, If ,
i be only to take another glimpse at Brown and to
lew nis ever swelling proportions enrobed in a
oat tbat seems In a chronic state or revolt at ina I
cres ol fat and flesh that it is expected to decently
over. ?
It Is scarcely necessary to say that the mnslc was
cry good. The sermon, also, was eminently aproprlate,and was delivered in a strain or dignified
loquence tnat was, no doubt, very impressive to
nose favorites of Sabbath fortune who occultedthe front pews, If the occasional H
natches of it that now and then strugiried
laminlly to the ears ot the after-section of the
inurch might be taken as a specimen sample of the
nam body of the discourse, li described the cerainty,the mystery, the bitterness ot death, how
alii were all schemes and plans of life in which the
novitable end was hidden irorn viewl There were
wople so foolish tnat tney would not allow this
trange mystery of mortality to be mentioned in
heir presence, and who carerully preserved their
miidren from any knowledge of Its existmce.But this was as absurd as
hough a man, conscious of danger from
ns enemies, Bhouid voluntarily blind bis eves to
nelr designs at toe very moment that the stroke
was about to fall upon his head. The preacher
hen, In lilting terms depicted tne sorrow ol tbe
lereaved, and tne apparent utter want or sympainy
roin nature to their suffering. The heavens were
is beautiful, the sunshine as bright, the busy throng
lurried through the city street with the same intentnesson tUetr selfish errands as before this terrljleblow came and darkened life witn woo and
nonroing. In such seasons It was well to remember
he keen sympathy of tbe Saviour while be was on
lartb witn affliction, to recall how he raised op the
laughter of Jalrus and brought back to nie the
widow's son and restored Lazarus to his sorrowngsisters. Most wonderful or all his auricleswere these victories over death, and his remrrecMonwas the crowning point of triuinpn to
us life on earth. The speaker then referred to two
loaths of beloved members of tbe congregation
hat bad marxed the last week.

IEYEYTH AYEYUE CENTRAL METHODIST
EPISCOPAL CHURCH.

Cernnn la Aid of Vorelgn Allusions.
Last evening the Rev. Andrew Longacre preached

i sermon In behalf of foreign missions to a large
iongregatlon. The learned divine took his text
torn Genesis, lv., B."Am I my brother's keeperf" '

liter speaking of the cause which induced Cam to
inrl this defiant question at his Maker, and re.
narking npon the enormity of the man's offence!
ncreased oy his apparent dcslro to Isolate himself
mtlrely from the little circle or tinman beings tnen
n existence, tne preacher bade his hearers ask
heniselvcs* whether they were quite sure
that the selfish spirit of Cain bad
julto died out, whether some of them
tad not become so absorbed in their own interests,
Dressing forward so eagerly to gain their ends as to
'orget their rellows. The gold tnat men win oy
ipeculatlon and clear-headedness is taken from
others, and those others must In consequence sutler
misery and desolation; yet the winner would naturallyask, "Atn I the keeper of my brethren Y" We
asxlst tne bodily needs of the poor, but do not care*
to look alter i

TIIKIR SPIRITUAL WEI.FAHK.
They can take care of tnelrown soul; we think that
is no auaii of ours, and no lous as we keep theiu

B SHEET.
from htarring we hate done all It behooree na to da
The preacher then proceeded to show that we are
really the keepers of the souls or our ore thi en,
that we cannot help being so, for that man conies
from the band or God constituted to receive impressions,and thai he gains these impressions 07
tne influences which the manners and habits of
those around him have upon him. By every act of
our lives we exert the influence within us upon our
brethren, and even when tne grave closes over us,
though the aotive principle of our lives is dead, the
good or evil we have doue still exists and creates
impressions; therefore we cannot help being

OUR BKOTHKB'8 KEEPER.
There comes a time when tree-will asserts itself.

the creature asserts its sovereignty.and the fate of
Its soul lies in Its own hand. God will not force the
human will alter that period; yet, free as the man
is, he oannot help but be influenced by our persistentteachings and solicitude, our earnest endeavors
lor the welfare of bla soul. A man's oharacter betraystbe associations oy which be nas been surroundedas surely as a bronzed visage tens or exposureto tbe sun and wind, it a man Is a
Christian il is easy to perceive tnat some good,
pious person baa been near blin anaInfluencedin in. Tbe example wblcb we set
by tne course we pursue in lne mazes us our
brother's keeper. Men are not born Into the world
merely to live, acquire wealth and by tbe performanceof meritorious actions endeavor to obtain
a place in the kingdom of Heaven, but to save tbe
soulB of others. We go along receiving Influence
until we begin to exert tbe power wblcb God gives
us to influence tbe sonls of our fellow men. Wnen
God wlsued to save man He beoaine man, and it Is
In His numsn life that He comes nearest to us. It
was His holiness. His purity. His love that influencedthose upou earth during bis sojourn in Palestine,and that influence remains with us stllL If
men are to be saved, men must save tbcm; but
when mon work In God's service God works with
them, all our Influences would (all short If God did
not work wiiu us. We are too prone to think tnat
tbe purpose of our lives Is merely to galu a competencyand save our own souls without thinking
of the spiritual welfare 01 others; yet wbeu we up*
pear oelore tbe Judgment seat God may ask of us,Where is thy brother Abel r" All mankind are
brethren, and we ought to care for the salvation of
their souls; yet there are millions of human beings
In the Far Kaat who are working for us, and, Indirectly,providing us with many of the necessaries
01 llie, who are

BKSOTTBD IN IDOLATRY,
steeped In Ignorance of the Divine truth, and whom
it behooves us as Christians and fellow-men to
rescue iroin perdition, it is for this purpose that a
few laborers in the Lord's vineyard have left the
land of ttieir birth and gone to sojourn in far-off
lauds. They give their health, their lives, perchauoe,and we ought to render tnem pecuniary assistanceto rurther the laudable end they have in
view.the salvation of the souls of unenlightened
heathens.

THE CHURCH OF THE MESSIAH.

Robert Collyer, of Chicago* on "The L'ttle
Flock" of Unltarlanlsm.A Largs and SympatheticCongregation.
Mr. Robert Col Iyer, the popular Chicago preacher,

preached yesterday morning In Mr. Hepworth's
late church, "the Cnurch of the Messiah." Thero
was one of the old-timed congregations present,
every pew being filled and the aisles crowded
with occupants of camp-chairs. Mr. Collyer
resembles Mr. Beecher in personal appearance,
he seems to have a similar nervous organization
and that kind oi freedom of pulpit manner that Is
so captivating in the Brooklyn orator. Mr. collyer
Is an Englishman; he was born In Yorkshire, and
those who were present yesterday morning who
were familiar with the people of the North of Englandthere was perceptible to them now and then in
Mr. Conger's earnest passages of his discourse the
tones of voice that are peculiar to tils native conntry.Ills manner and voloe bespoke a warmth and

BREADTH OF HEART
for which, with their common sense, "Yorkshiremen"ore remarkable all over the world.
He selected for his text the words of the

Saviour:."Fear not little flock." He said that
when he was invited to preach hjr the Board of
Trustees of "the Church of the Messiah," he ex-
pressed the great pleasure that it would give him
to comply wltn the request. But he was also told
that It was the desire of the Board that the mvited
preachers should preach doctrinal sermons. He
could not comply with that request, lor several
reasons; mainly, however, because ne was like
some other people, he knew very lmlo of theology;
ana the next was that all the sermons ne had writtenon doctrinal subjects had been burned and he
had not had time to write any more, Therefore, for
those reasons he was unable to preach a doctrinal
Bermon. He, however, desired to say a lew
words to his audience that he had said to
the people at Unity (his own congregation).
Those words were suitable to them ; u what ne
said should not be found suitable to those whom he
addressed, why they need not take It. Tne trustees
nad thought they would be, and so he Intended
to talk to them about the "little fltmk."

THB "UTTLH KLOCK"
turned out to be the Unitarian Church, Mr.
Collver then commenced reading from his
manuscript, which, after Mr, Beecher's fashion,was frequently leit, in order that a little
extemporaneous speaking might be Indulged in.
The preacher graphically traced the history of the
Church, showing, as he went along, how all the
sections of the Onrlstian Church had passed througn
an era of persecution, and how, with the exception
of Unltananlsm, they had come out of It prosperousand greatly honored, with the Unitarian
Church persecution and social disability remained,
although in a modified form In these later days.
Mr. Coilyer went on to show tne work that this
Church was doing; it was the pioneer to the other
Beets; rhat the orthodox were under great obligationsto its

MBS OF THOUGHT,
notably among whom were unarming and Priestly:
that this Church organization was the only home or
comfort and sustenauce to those who were longing
tor a spiritual freedom that took from them
the bonds of orthodoxy. He thought that "the
llock" was kept small by a want of adaptability on
the Dart of Unitarians to the work ot Church organ-
izatfon. Its members were not apt In the details of
Jbnrch work. Few of ihein could"STARTA 1UNB IN If KITING."
rhey were too much like Lawson In Mrs. Btowe's
"Old Town Folk".tney Helped everbody's houseloidbat their own. Tneir sociability was exendedto everybody bat the people of their own
:hurch. in Illustration of these charges Mr. Coil*
rer related several amusing anecdotes, wnich
ightcd up with smiles the faces of his vast cougrerattou.The sermon closed with an earnest appeal
o faithfulness to duty, and the obtaining of the
nvaiuahie reward of the greeting of the Father
»y and by, the "Well done, good and faithful ser.
rant."
At the close of the service Mr. Collyer was auroundedby friends, whom he greeted With a rereadingheartiness, the more favored receiving

nauifestatlons of his affection of a demonstrative
and.

THE EISY RELIGIOY.

lr, Tbntnns Gales Foster on Spiritualism.
lie Wants to Go to a llappy WI*warn on

the Eternal Shore.
A numerous assemblage gathered in Apollo Hall

sat evening for the purpose of bearing Mr. Thomas
iales Foster, of Boston, lecture on his pet, and, in
act, only theme.that, of Spiritualism. Mr. Foster
inietly arose from his seat behind the little stand
vhlch served as a pulpit, meekly dropped
us eyelids so as to wholly obsonre his
fascinating purlis" from the prolans, ir
tot vulgar gaze, and, with the air of one who knew
till wall bow the ancient article is manipulated,
tegan bis dlsoonrse by attempting to

"SHOW UP" THS ABSURDITY
if the manifold arguments brought to bear against
its "theme." That which we claim and know Is
he action 'of spirit, said the spoaker; some

vriters, and able ones, too, assert la bat anconclousserregration. For Instance, to-day
rou are trying to compose something.to
ecall a name, or a verse, or line of poetry,
tnd after straggling long hard give it up for toe
line being and come to the conclusion that yon will
mopp uu lb" J uu uu su, mm pcI u 11pi 111 uig

norntng tnat which you so much desired and
onged for the night or day previous Is at your
longue'a end. This those writers claim to be unconsciousserregratlon. You go to bed at night
iritn a flxed determihation to wake at a particularhour, and you do wake almost, if not quite, at
the very moment yon desired. Tnls, too, Is pronouncedunconscious serregratlon.

&OMNAMBCI.I8M
Is classed in the same category. We have heard of
itudcnts getting up at night and, wade still asleep,
inivmg a dliticult and intricate problem which they
Had been poring over tor days. A maid servant in
a hotel in 1'arls was wont to recite in her sleep passagesof Hebrew, and yet when awake she knew
nothing whatever of that language. These writers
to wnom 1 have alluded say tnat she was at one
time a servant in the family of a learned Hebrew,
who nsed to read aiond in his vernacular, and that,
theretore, serregratlon uad been going on in her
mind all tnis time, which accounted for what would
otherwise seem a strange procoedina on the part
of the girl when reposing confidingly In
the Boothtng arms of Morpheus. Yon romember
the story of the captain oi a British man-ot-war;
how he, when asieep in hia cabin, got np, rang the
bell for his orderly, and when tnat functionary appearedbado him call the second officer. 1 lie second
ameer appearing, ine captain directed him to
change me coarse of the ship

HKVKKAI. POULTS TO TIM WKSTWABP.
Ills order was obeyed, and w.ien In 'J?®

next morning the officer remarked
tnat it was extremely fortunate lor all. ^oard
that he had given the order lie dlu for the
vessel's course to be changed, as il\ef*cre then
on shoals and steering directly lor rocks, that
officer denied having given any sucM order. All
these things anil thousands more ru a similar liaVutbI Could uiculloa tUiwe "iear^e^^, writers assert

fa cnoonaciiuH aerreeratton. If these things wers
true.if 11 were nothuur but unconscious serregratlon,an asserted.tneu the lunatic aa/- *
Turns of the land would be our seats of
learning, and Harvard and Yale but immarrdepartments. For his part the speaker could not
see why sensible men would persist In flauntingsuch absurdities in the face of an intelligent public.He said these things were but the action of spirits,and wondered bow it was that

BD1TORS. MINISTERS AND OTHERScould assume to langh at (spiritualism, thankingGod the while that neither himself nor other intelllItentpersons of bis lalth cared (or ineir scoffs or
eers. Further on In bis remarks Mr. Foster, declaredtnat the room waa nn./i »<»>. -

floating around in the air, whereupon »"«dryold gents and antiquated lemales convulsivelygrasped their blue cottou umbrellas and
walking sticks and looked as though they woalddeienU themselves, fighting It out on that line, itntook till morning. The speaker concluded withbenediction, which closed with, "And may the gee*Father Anally conduot you to a happy wigwam oa
the eternal shore I"

LYRIC HALL.

Providence, Divine and Hanson Oei'snea bjr
Rev. O. B. Frothingham.

Lyric Hall, between Forty-flrat and Forty-seoead
streets, sixth avenue, was crowded yesterday marm
Ing to its utmost capacity. The regular paster, O.
B. Frothingham, occupied the pulpit* His BUbjeos
was "Providence, Divine and Human," aa baaed
upon Matthew x., 29:."Behold, were not two spar*
rows Bold lor a larthtng, and one of them shall net
fall to the ground witnout your Father." What a
tender and touching expression of Providence: for
care and Providence are one. The thought pron>
dence is inseparable lrom the thought God, although
It must go beiore; for who can recognize an lmautterial,invisible God but through His worlu. AA
nature shows care and shows a God; all poem sing
it; all philosophers teach it; all historians prove It;
the soul feels it; all the hlgner powers ol the miaA
feel it. With some it Is a

SPILCIAL PROVIDENCB
or more. Thus the Christians think themselves
God's special care; that He does not oare for the
scattered tribes. But what has the Jew to say of
this.the Colvinlst, tne Mahammedan f Are they net
as mucu God's children and as much entitled to Hia
exclusive care* Can Cod um the in as a stepping*stoue * Are yea lue creaui or tne world * Cutter
said It was a special providence his being saved
rrom a stroke or lightning wneu the person with
whom he was walking was struck. l)id the irlenda
ot that blasted man think so* l>ld the churches m
whose laces he was riving think so* The steamer
Cuba was running at full speed upon an iceberg,wben the quick eye ot the captain saw tne danger,ha<l the engines reversed, and the vessel was
saved. Not long alter the Arctic ran right lnte
the arms of tne monster, and all on board
perished. Why was the cuoa saved and the Areus
destroyed* Were tne passengers on the one carmtiaas,on the otuer infldeis * Is the boy drowned us
a pleasure boat a rascal and the one saved a godtr
youth* No; sinless and siniul philosopher aad
tool; tho man whose lue is more precious and the
man whose existence is a burden to himself and
otners go to the bottom alike, as we cannot ex*
plain this we :all hack ou the idea that Providence

' is unsearchable. A Providence that is utterly dark
is no Providence. ISvery wind is lavorable to the
man who understands God; to everyone wno he*
lleves in Christ tne world goes well. Can we, thee,
make a Providence* Can reason believe thmt
Alter eloquently enlarging on this at length he preceeuedto show that laun and reason joined hande
In the idea of the perfect organization ol all Uodto
works.tne nicety or all His laws.the unswerving
course of Ills systems not turning a hair's breadtt
In centnrles. The numan side or Providence is but
a supplementary part of the divine, as we are part
ol a scaie ol existence. We are not here to b«
merely acted upon, but m turn to transmit aotloa.
Bo we give love, gentleness, veneration, gained
through experience, to oar sucoessors. The poet
lugs about the beneficent sunshine, the loving

rain, but does tho snn care, or toe rain * It Is onr
Interpretation, however. Not a single thing goee
to one person without hnman agency. There are
millions of fleeces on tne sheep's back, but unless
cut d.v some person they are not of the slightest ad*
vantage to us. There are millions of acres of
ground, but without onltivauou thsy are almost
utterly worthless. Providence is, then, In tne work*
lugman, In the laboratory, in tne machine shop,
supplying all our cointorts and forming new ones.
Wltnout wealth, however, these improvements
could uot be carried out. Wealth is, therefore, the

LEVER OK PROVIDENCE.
Without wealth, civilization would instantly came
to an end. Altuough tne modern miser will not
spend an unnecessary cent his rlcues benefit man*
kind: altnougn ne snbscrioes to no charitable Institution,he lets out bis money to the most needy
to get the highest per cent, and tiius, although he
never murmurs blessings, his wealth Is a boundless
one. 80, also, the spendthrift is beneficial to the
poor. Thus the man who allows his mouey to trickle
rrorn him llnds It oubbliug 111 the poor man's garden.AH the asylums lor tne insane and Idiotic are
endowed and cared lor by men, although tnere are
men who imagine that they are the uirect worn o(
God. But are their clothes uropped uowu by the
clouds, and docs their lood come la the same, ot
are both made by human hands r As these are
Christian charities, so we are giving consolation la
grief, aud all material and spiritual distributional
Although these good deeds are in themselven
human, the inspiration that prompts mem in
divine.a very line compliment to human naturm
as if no man could be benevolent unleas pat an id
It by God. While the Englishman Is thanking God
for del ping tne insane anu idiotic, his neighbors are
putting their hands In their pockets and supplying
them with necessities.

BROOKLYN CHURCHES.
PLflHOOrH CHURCH.

The Lewer to Serve the High er.Practical
Religion.

Mr. Beecher preached yesterday morning from
Matthew vllL, 19-22."And a certain scribe oaae
and said nnto mm, 'Master, 1 will follow Thee
whithersoever Thou goesu' And Jesus said IM
him, 'The foxes have holes and the birds of the alt
have nests, but the Son or Man hatn not where te

lay His head.' And another of His disciples sal*
nnto Him, 'Lord, suffer me first to go and bury
my father.' But Jesus said unto him, 'FollowMe, and let the dead bury their dead.'"
Christ's conversation was versatile, sparkling, ingenious.Christ was no formal canal of propriety,
straight, monotonous, he was a river full of changes^
with all variety of beauty along the banks. We
shall not then be surprised at the conversation recordedIn the text. Who were the scribes? They
were the cluefest men In the nation. The scribes
were the doctors, the professors; they were looks*
up to as the hlgnest in power. It was an unusaal
thing, then, when one of tnese chief men listened ta
Jesus and volunteered to become his disciple. On
Saviour rejected him, sajlng, "The foxes have holes,
the birds of the air have nests, but tne Son or man
hath not where to lay His head." In other words,
"You have misconceived entirely the kingdom that
I have come to inaugurate." In the next conversationJesus tells the disciple to "let the dead bury
their dead." This lansruage seems severe and harsh.
But we are to remember .that the whole conversationIs not given, with all tbe circumstances, the espresstons,toe gestures. Our Saviour's parablesan
strong together, each as separated rrom its belongingsas the pearl is from the plaoe where It grew.
Are our duties to our larnhy, then, In conflict with
our dunes to God t Our lower dutiea may be mstfs
a channel lor our duty to God, or they may be mado
a substitute. This is an important distinction. In
this case Christ saw that the disciple matin
this a temporary excuse. 11 he had been
ruliy confirmed in disctpieshlp he might hava
buried his rather, and returned to bin higher duiina
without danger. Men may oe attracted by the truth
or religion who will abandon it as soon as tney sea
what labor the truth luvoives; the moment they am
put to the test ot sen-denial, ot poverty, or followingChrist through all things, they are not willing to

PAY TUB PK1CB.
^

A citizen goes Into the marxet, and, admiring taa
Iruits and flowers, s^ys he will go inlo the country
and be a gardener, lie goes; but when be j>rac;
tically begins to raise traits and flowers tor nimsew
he soon makes up his mind that
they come to. He comes back to the ctty la
disgust, and pretors tnat otner people shorn*
do the dirty work- Men are drawn to tha
beauty or a higher urn, but the* find that the efforta
to live this lile uivolve so much conflict, so much
toll and burden, that they turn back. One may ba
kent irom this higner iUe by thing* which are ingot
in themselves, because It is necessary that them
should be proportion, subordination, uariuony, an*
men let one duty interfere with another. U a
mother is so carecul or the lower wants or the oniw
aren tnat ahe neglects tueir higher wants does aha
do the wisest thing r ahe ought not to uegiect taa
lower duties, but it either tho lower should be lelt.
He that touches the highest touches all below. Ha
that touches tlio lower docs not or necessity touch
the high. Men are perpetually putting duties la the
way or their spiritual development. It is always
sutler me first to do this or that; suffer me first ta
take care of myseir. This constant putting the
higner in subordination to the lower Is demoralh
lag. Nothing in the world has a right to take tab
place ol your

SPIRITUAL MANHOOD.
It Is not enough that we approve, admire and dasirethe truth; we must desire the right more than
all else. The lazy man desires the iruiis or Industry,but lie desires outer things more. Tha
truaut schoolboy desires learning, but he dasiresmore , to see what is in that bird's
nest, auo he determines to go and see.
All through life we see nten pursuing
third courses, fourth courses. Instead oI first
courses. A man may be a very gsod man In Ma
imagination, nur a very poor man m realitv. v\ hat .

pictures more would ue ir 1 could only paiiit what I
«< m tut dtcauw, Au muit U a luaa whoa*


